
We’re art lovers here at Walnut Village.  
We collect art – over 500 pieces from artists 
all over Southern California – and we create 
our own too. Just walk into Clay’s art studio 
and you’ll find residents painting, crafting  
and making pottery.

Inspiration can come from everywhere 
imaginable, and sometimes, it even falls to 
the ground. No one knows this better than 
resident artist Jo Orth. One of her many 
hobbies includes collecting pinecones and 
other seedpods.

“I have boxes and boxes that I have 
collected for the last 30 years, and I share 
them with the people here that want to learn 
to make things from them.”

She’s taught a class on how to make 
wreathes and centerpieces using seedpods, 
and another on how to create snowflakes 
using paper and scissors. She paints 
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(currently has three pieces in the resident art 
gallery), and knits every Monday with a group 
she started.

“I first learned to draw when I was nine. I 
had two sisters that were old enough to be 
my mother – Jane taught me to knit and Betty 
taught me the more artsy things.”

People donate art supplies to Jo, like yarn 
and thread and, of course, seedpods. She 
even gets them sent to her from people on 
vacation. First she washes them and then she 
dries them in her oven. The heat opens up the 
pods and releases the seeds.

“And they are just gorgeous on the inside, 
some of them. This is what I have been trying 
to teach the ladies, how beautiful these  
things are.”

Make sure you visit us during the holidays. 
That’s when you’ll find her artful wreathes 
and centerpieces adorning tables, doors and 
hearths around the village.

Open House 
Every Tuesday 

9am–5pm

Wednesday,  
October 19

Luncheon Seminar

Wednesday,  
October 26 

Happy Days at  
Walnut Village

Wednesday,  
December 7 

Holiday Celebration

Resident profile: Marge Carter

She’s spreading the word 
about Walnut Village.

Marge Carter is celebrating. 
She just won a cruise.

“I’m starting in Montreal on 
a Holland American Line, then 
traveling through the Gulf 
of St. Lawrence, around the 
Maritime Provinces and down 
the coast to Boston.”

The contest, for Marge at 
least, was easy – all she had 

to do was be herself. But let’s back up a little…
Marge was one of Walnut Village’s original “Charter 

Members,” people who could see the promise of this 
award-winning community before construction began. 
The members socialized and traveled on outings 
together before the community opened in 2009.

Marge knew a good thing when she saw it. She 
was on the board of another retirement community  
in Rosemead for six years, so she understood exactly 
what she was looking for. Now’s she’s taking advan-
tage of all the amenities that village life has to offer.

Like daily water aerobics in the Wellbeing, Fitness 
and Aquatics Center, and the history and medical  
lectures in the Lifelong Learning Center, and the  
musicians and resident performers that take to the 
stage in the performing arts center.

“We’re so close to things, too. Orange County has 
a lot of things to offer. Angels Stadium is not far away, 
along with great dining and shopping.” 

Marge belongs to the Orange County Symphony 
Group, and recommended Walnut Village take  
residents to the symphony once a month. And now 
they do! But what’s really attractive to Marge are  
all the great people. 

“Everybody is engaging. Everybody is friendly.  
Everyone who is here is glad to be here. It’s the 
friendliness of the people who live and work here – 
they’re just wonderful.”

There’s a certain spirit of adventure you can sense 
from Marge when you speak to her, a passion to 
“seize the day.” She’s traveled to Costa Rica where 
she white-water rafted, went horseback riding and 
raced along a zip line 80 feet above the jungle floor.

“The opportunity presented itself, and I decided at 
this age to take advantage of it because it might not 
present itself again!”

That outlook might be one of the reasons so many 
of her friends have made the move to become her 
neighbor. You see, Marge won that cruise to Canada 
by introducing the most new residents in a year to 
Walnut Village.

“I think it’s because I’m so excited and so happy  
to be here.”

In the end, Marge gives herself really very little 
credit for turning so many people on to Walnut Village.

“You really just have to visit. You have to come in 
and visit the place and see what’s here, and then 
you’ll fall in love yourself.”

Village Living
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And our shuttle will take you wherever you need 
to go locally – your doctor, the grocery store, the 
airport, or your church – as well as planned trips  
to fun So Cal destinations beyond.

Are you ready to 
enjoy the convenience 
of carefree living?

You’re invited to attend our seminar this fall where 
you’ll enjoy lunch and hear testimonials from people 
who have realized their dream of retirement living. 
It’s a great way to get your questions answered, and 
learn more.

Space is limited, so call 1-866-983-6763 to reserve 
your seat today.

Welcome to Walnut Village, where you’re 
surrounded by friendship, wellbeing, creativity and 
care. And you’re also right in the thick of everything 
Anaheim and Orange County have to offer. 

Inside the village, you’ll discover an award-winning 
community where spacious homes wrap around a 
shop-lined central square and garden courtyards. 
You’re never more than a stroll away from The Grove 
restaurant-style dining, our Post Office, the Red Chair 
Lounge pub, Strands salon, Mosaics bistro, Clay’s 
artist studio, and The Book Nook.

Attend a wine tasting class, catch a live musical, 
or get energized with water aerobics – all without 
ever leaving the village. And you’ll enjoy the peace 
of mind of continuing care onsite, including assisted 
living services, Summer House Memory Support 
Neighborhood, and Walnut Village Rehabilitation  
and Care Center.

Just outside our gated community, you can take 
the grandkids to Disneyland, attend an event at the 
Anaheim Convention Center, listen to your favorite 
artist perform at the Grove of Anaheim, or enjoy the 
Farmer’s Market and Craft Fair in downtown.

An address  
that works for 
you both inside 
and out.

INSIDE: Love a good road trip? Check out all the sights our residents are seeing.



She’s published twelve books across 

six genres, raised six energetic children 

and has the sense of humor to prove it. 

Author Maralys Wills joined Walnut Village’s 

Book Club for an afternoon of insights and 

experiences on the art of writing.

She spoke on a range of topics, including 

her son Chris’ hang-gliding career (first 

U.S. Hang-Gliding Champion in 1973), her 

own experience flying, and the inspiration 

behind, A Clown in the Trunk, an Indie 

Awards finalist and sequel to A Circus 

Without Elephants. 

The Santa Ana resident teaches writing 

at the college level and also wrote Damn 

the Rejections Full Speed Ahead. She loves 

to tell aspiring writers her two secrets for 

getting published: Never stop improving 

your manuscript. And never stop sending  

it out.

Around the Village

Two distinct rooms. 
One grand fireplace.

You don’t have to be a rock climber to appreciate Walnut  

Village’s El Capitan room, just a fan of skill and a lover of a  

good challenge. Here you can find residents gathering together 

around custom card tables to play bridge, cribbage and a whole 

lot more.

The Needles & Thread knitting group meets here every  

Monday, often to work on projects for people in the Walnut 

Village Rehabilitation and Care Center. You’ll also find people 

collaborating on picture puzzles, and, of course, curling up  

with a good book.

Just on the other side of El Capitan’s dual-sided fireplace is  

The Book Nook, Walnut Village’s library. Books come mainly 

from resident donations, and there’s even a section of children’s 

books for your grandkids to enjoy when they’re here.

Walnut Village’s book club meets monthly, reads between  

7 or 8 books a year, and gets together after they finish each 

for a lively discussion of its merits and flaws. The group favors 

local authors and works to get them to come in for book-signing 

events and talk.

Together, El Capitan and The Book Nook can be one of the 

coziest spots in the village. And with its proximity to the lobby’s 

ever-ready coffee station just next door, it’s even a place to get 

some work done – that is, if you’re not lured away by something 

more fun!

Walnut Village makes a great home base for people 

who love going places in Southern California. And if 

anyone knows about home bases, it’s our own Eric 

Melzer – transportation coordinator “extraordinaire” 

and diehard Angel’s fan.

Eric drives, schedules transportation, and makes 

sure all Walnut Village vehicles are 

in tip-top operating condition. He 

also trains new drivers. But sitting 

behind the wheel isn’t what it’s  

all about for Eric – it’s the people  

sitting behind him.

“What I love most is making  

residents laugh, and reminding 

them how special and important 

they are.” he tells us.

His inspiring philosophy on life was cemented as a 

teenager, after working through the tragedy of losing 

his brother. His next 32 years were spent working at 

a boarding school for problem teens, helping others 

who were dealing with similar events in their lives.

“I had been given the gift of someone else’s love 

and care, so I felt I had a responsibility to share those 

same gifts with the rest of the world.”

His passion makes him an invaluable addition to  

the Walnut Village team who work together to facilitate 

your unique lifestyle. Eric does the driving so you  

don’t have to, and he’ll get you to your personal  

appointments on time, relaxed and with a smile.

And then there are all the great planned outings  

he’ll take you on, like the Great Park, presidential 

libraries, shopping malls, the movies, arboretums,  

the convention center, the racetrack, the Sawdust  

Festival, performing arts theatres, 

casinos, concerts, the beach  

and lots more great Southern 

California attractions. 

We asked him about his  

personal favorite.

“Each one is unique in its own 

way,” he confesses. “So it’s not so 

much about a favorite outing as it 

is about how much residents really 

enjoy themselves.”

That’s classic Eric. But we know there’s one special 

place his heart–Angel Stadium. He’s been a fan since 

1969, and has only taken residents to games twice  

so far.

“Hopefully, we’ll get to go to more games in the 

future,” he says with a twinkle in his eye.

We think there’s enough tread on our tires to  

make that dream happen for sure. What do you say?  

Can we take you out to the ball game?

Staff profile: Eric Melzer, Transportation Coordinator

Meet the man behind the wheel. Writing 
Tips & 
Quips.

Walnut Village not only puts you in the heart of  

Anaheim, but also in the center of Southern California 

as well. That means great excursions are waiting you 

in practically every direction – all you have to do is 

jump on our shuttle and leave the driving to us!

For residents who love to bet the ponies, we’ve 

made the trek south to where the “surf meets  

the turf” in beautiful Del Mar. And for those who  

prefer to gamble on the slots or the action at the 

tables, there was a day trip down to Temecula to 

Pechanga Casino.

Residents have enjoyed the action of a flight  

simulator at a nearby military base, partnered with  

a clothing boutique for a fashion show, and even 

“gone Hollywood” as part of the studio audience for  

a taping of Dr. Phil and The Price is Right game show. 

We also enjoy visiting other Southern California 

Front Porch communities in world-class locations  

like Carlsbad and Pasadena. And we even have  

the outings come to us, like when Loara High  

School gave a Memorial Day performance that  

included a rifle salute!

The possibilities are endless, especially when  

you provide the ideas and inspiration on where  

to go next. Take Herb Baker, our resident clown,  

for example. He took a group of residents along  

to his Annual Clown Convention right here in  

Anaheim. It was a blast!

So where would you like to go? Our activities  

director and her staff are always ready to turn  

your great idea into a great road trip for you  

and your friends.

Village Lifestyle

Southern California  
Day Tripping.
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